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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) E] Claim(s) 1-72 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-20, 30-37, and 64-72, drawn to finding a plurality of job 
candidates suitable for a job requisition, classified in class 705, subclass 
8. 

II. Claims 21-29 and 38-53, drawn to processing a proposed term for 
inclusion in an ontology, classified in class 705, subclass 8. 

III. Claims 54-58, drawn to finding job candidates matching desire job criteria, 
classified in class 705, subclass 8. 

IV. Claim 59, drawn to presenting information about a proposed job candidate 
for a management position, classified in class 705, subclass 8. 

V. Claim 60, drawn to identifying a job candidate as exhibiting changing jobs 
frequently, classified in class 705, subclass 8. 

VI. Claims 61-63, drawn to calculating a job candidate's likelihood of entering 
a new position, classified in class 705, subclass 8. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions I and II are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in 
this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does 
not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) 
that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
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particulars of the subcombination as claimed because Group I does not have the step of 
suggesting a position for the proposed term as a concept within an ontology of Group II. 
The subcombination has separate utility such as processing a proposed term for 
inclusion in an ontology. 

3. Inventions I and III are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in 
this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does 
not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) 
that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because Group I does not have the step of 
matching the desired criteria to one or more matched job candidates of Group III. The 
subcombination has separate utility such as finding job candidates matching desired job 
criteria. 

4. Inventions I and IV are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions 
in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and 
(2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because Group I does not have the step of 
presenting a rating indicating suitability of the job candidate for a management position, 
wherein the suitability is based on job candidate data comprising an electronic version 
of a resume of the proposed job candidate of Group IV. The subcombination has 
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separate utility such as presenting information about a proposed job candidate 
management position. 

5. Inventions I and V are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in 
this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does 
not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) 
that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because Group I does not have the step of 
counting the number of positions the job candidate has held over a certain periods of 
time of Group V. The subcombination has separate utility such as identifying a job 
candidate as exhibiting changing jobs frequently. 

6. Inventions I and VI are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions 
in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and 
(2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because Group I does not have the step of 
determining the present position of the job candidate of Group VI. The subcombination 
has separate utility such as calculating a job candidate's likelihood of entering a new 
position. 

7. Inventions II and ill are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions 
in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed 
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does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and 
(2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because Group II does not have the step 
of matching the desired criteria to one or more matched job candidates of Group III. 
The subcombination has separate utility such as finding job candidates matching 
desired job criteria. 

8. Inventions II and IV are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions 
in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and 
(2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because Group II does not have the step 
of presenting a rating indicating suitability of the job candidate for a management 
position, wherein the suitability is based on job candidate data comprising an electronic 
version of a resume of the proposed job candidate of Group IV. The subcombination 
has separate utility such as presenting information about a proposed job candidate 
management position. 

9. Inventions II and V are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions 
in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and 
(2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
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806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because Group II does not have the step 
of counting the number of positions the job candidate has held over a certain periods of 
time of Group V. The subcombination has separate utility such as identifying a job 
candidate as exhibiting changing jobs frequently. 

10. Inventions II and VI are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions 
in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and 
(2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because Group II does not have the step 
of determining the present position of the job candidate of Group VI. The 
subcombination has separate utility such as calculating a job candidate's likelihood of 
entering a new position. 

1 1 . Inventions III and IV are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions 
in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and 
(2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because Group III does not have the step 
of presenting a rating indicating suitability of the job candidate for a management 
position, wherein the suitability is based on job candidate data comprising an electronic 
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version of a resume of the proposed job candidate of Group IV. The subcombination 
has separate utility such as presenting information about a proposed job candidate 
management position. 

12. Inventions III and V are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions 
in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and 
(2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because Group III does not have the step 
of counting the number of positions the job candidate has held over a certain periods of 
time of Group V. The subcombination has separate utility such as identifying a job 
candidate as exhibiting changing jobs frequently. 

13. Inventions III and VI are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions 
in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and 
(2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because Group III does not have the step 
of determining the present position of the job candidate of Group VI. The 
subcombination has separate utility such as calculating a job candidate's likelihood of 
entering a new position. 
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14. Inventions IV and V are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions 
in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and 
(2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because Group IV does not have the step 
of counting the number of positions the job candidate has held over a certain periods of 
time of Group V. The subcombination has separate utility such as identifying a job 
candidate as exhibiting changing jobs frequently. 

15. Inventions IV and VI are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions 
in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and 
(2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because Group IV does not have the step 
of determining the present position of the job candidate of Group VI. The 
subcombination has separate utility such as calculating a job candidate's likelihood of 
entering a new position. 

16. Inventions V and VI are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions 
in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and 
(2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
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806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because Group V does not have the step 
of determining the present position of the job candidate of Group VI. The 
subcombination has separate utility such as calculating a job candidate's likelihood of 
entering a new position. 

17. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject 
matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Conclusion 

18. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

19. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(i). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Michael C. Heck whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6730. The Examiner can normally be reached Monday thru Friday between the hours 
of 8:30am - 4:30pm. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisor, Tariq R. Hafiz can be reached on (571 ) 273-6729. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



(571) 273-6730 [Informal/Draft communication, labeled "PROPOSED" or 



Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



Or faxed to: 



(703) 872-9306 



[Official communications; including After Final 
communications labeled "Box AF"] 



DRAFT"] 




24 May 2005 




tariqYharz 

SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



